MICHEL DE  MONTAIGNE

Francis L, and was found by his successor to be
a convenient mode of replenishing a greedy treas-
ury.    Montaigne in his Essays condemned the
of such  appointments:   "What  can  be
savage than to see a nation, where, by law-
ful custom, the office of a judge is put up to sale,
Judgments are paid for with ready money?"
But lie well knew that neither his father nor he
had ever turned justice itself into an article of
commerce,

Bordeaux had opposed the establishment of the
Court at Perigueux. Under opposing influences
the King had wavered to and fro. At length the
Court was definitely constituted, and almost at the
moment when Pierre Eyquem became one of
its members he was elected (i August, 1554)
mayor of Bordeaux. There is little doubt that
the position obtained by Montaigne was that left
vacant by his father's resignation upon election
to the more distinguished office. The young man
m*a$ only twenty-one years of age, but the statu-
tory obligations as to age were occasionally dis-
regarded. La Boetie was admitted a councillor
at twenty-three and a half years old; Henri de
was admitted at a little over twenty. The
Court of Aids at Perigueux had, however, a brief
existence. First limited in the sphere of its opera-
tions to appease the jealousy of the Court at
Montpellier, it was suppressed in May, 1557, and
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with this in view, and intending to resign in fa-
